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ARCHAEOLOGY 1937. 


PREHISTORIC.—A flint flake knife has been found in gravel in 
the Dorrington drumlin, where a sandpit is being worked: this was 
given by Mr. Evason to Mr. Forrest, who suggests that it was on or 
near the surface, and came down when the underlying gravel was 
dislodged : it is translucent and lustrous, and is probably of Early 
Bronze Age date. . 


Mr. Herbert C. Jones reports progress of the Clun Museum in many 
directions, The building is being enlarged—a very necessary step 
owing to the growth of the collections, which now comprise some 
4,000 flint implements and many more recent relics of old life in the 
district. Several trial excavations have been carried out, and part 
of an outer ring of stones has been located beyond the Bronze Age 
burial circle at Bicton, Clun, previously reported in our Transactions, 
A study of old roads in the district is being pursued. 


The Prehistoric collection in Shrewsbury Museum has been enriched 
by the addition of the broken bronze dagger found by Mr. Wm, Scotson 
in a rock-crevice on Caradoc (referred to last year), and by the looped 
bronze palstave, found 8 ft. deep in peat-cutting in Whixall Moss, by 
the donor, Mr. George Saywell. 


Mr. W. J. Hemp, F.S.A., reports his observation of three large 
cairns and a number of small cairns on the ridge of the Stiperstones, 
none of which appear on the O.S. maps. He also found a rectangular 
enclosure immediately S.W. of Myndtown, which stood out clearly in 
the dry weather of September last, 


Major Sykes has now almost completely excavated the two mag- 
nificent stone-built entrances to the Lower Roveries Camp: the S.E, 
entrance was previously unrecorded, and is his own discovery. 


The report of excavations in the Breiddin Hill Camp by 
Mr. B. H. St. J. O’Neil, F.S.A., was published in Archaeologia Cambrensis 
in June, 1987, together with a supplement by Miss Chitty and a map of 
Hill-Forts with inturned entrances in the Welsh Marches. 


ROMAN.—Mr. Scotson’s little lead weight from Caradoc Camp 
has been presented to Shrewsbury Museum. 


The report of Miss Kenyon’s excavations at Wroxeter last season 
wilt shortly be published with the Shrops. Arch. Trans. 


MEDIAEVAL.—Mr. Reginald Corbet, of Adderley, has kindly 
given to Shrewsbury Museum a representative series of broken pottery 
of the 18th century, with part of the rim of a bronze cauldron and pieces 
of two tiles of similar date; these were unearthed by the Hoa. Mrs. 
Corbet on the west side of the Castle Hill, Adderley, near Market 
Drayton, the site of a motte-and-bailey castle previously unrecognised. 


Mr. F. Lavender, Town Clerk of Bishop’s Castle, is investigating 
the course of the castle walls of Bishop’s Castle. 


Mr. W. J. Slack is doing valuable research work on early agriculture in 
Shropshire. 
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In SHREWSBURY the area around Rowley’s Mansion has been 
further opened up, and the last timber-framed houses of Barker Street 
have vanished. 


David Lloyd’s Mansion, at the corner of Princess Street and the 
Square, is being dismantled prior to its removal for re-erection near 
the Castle, and one of the most famous and picturesque views of Old 
Shrewsbury will soon be no more. 


Your referee for Archaeology deeply regrets that she is about to 
leave Shropshire, at least for some years. Her future address will be 
Upton Rectory, near Didcot, Berks,, where she will always be grateful 
to receive notes of fresh discoveries, and where she hopes to complete 
her work on the Prehistory of Shropshire ready for publication. 


Liry F, Cuirry. 


an 


BOTANY 
Phanerogamia (Flowering Plants). 


Owing to the loss of the Record for 1936 after dispatch for publica- 
tion, it was impossible to supply my report in last year’s issue, as no 
copy or notes had been retained. This omission is to some extent now 
repaired, as Miss E. R. Lloyd (Gobowen) and Mr. George Potts (Broseley)} 
have kindly supplied some of the missing notes for the year in question. 
Several of these notices are of interest in affording evidence of species 
still persisting in stations of earlier records, Miss Lloyd’s records are 
for 1936-37, and relate to the Oswestry district, whilst those of Mr. Potts 
are for 1936. Acknowledgment is also due to Dr. M. Gepp and Mr. 
H. E. Forrest. 

A few suggestions might be offered in the hope that more members 
may be tempted to assist in the work of this section. Local names of 
plants—both wild and cultivated—provide a subject well deserving of 
attention. First-hand enquiry in this direction often yields interesting 
material, and there is little doubt that there are still many appellations 
~——otten of purely local occurrence—which have not yet been recorded. 
Then work in connection with various aspects of Cryptogamic Vegetation 
(Algae, Mosses, Liverworts, Lichens and Fungi) offers a tempting 
field to those willing to undertake investigation in regions where there 
is much to be accomplished. 

A, A, DALLMAN. 


Ranunculus seeleratus L. 
Queen’s Head, canal side. Miss E. R. Lloyd, 


Trollius europzus L. 
Porthywaen. Miss E, R. Lloyd. Observations on and specimens 
of the insects frequenting the flowers in various localities are 
very desirable. 


Berberis vulgaris L. 
Near Gobowen. Miss E. R. Lloyd. 


Sisymbrium orientale L. 
A number of plants of this alien in ballast of the railway at Prest- 
hope, August, 1986. G. Potts and Daliman, 


Claytonia perfoliata Donn. 
Leighton, near Ironbridge. Mys. Heywood (per G. Potts). 


Genista tinctorla L. 
Nantmawr Quarry. Miss E. R. Lloyd. 


Geum rivale L.x G. urbanum L. &G. intermedium Ehrh. 
Near Gobowen. Miss E.R. Lloyd. 


Poterium sanguisorba L. 
Llynclys Hill. Miss BE. R. Lloyd, 


Inula Helenium L. 
A very fine plant between Lower Stanway and Hope’s Cross. 
G, Potis. 


Bidens cernua L. 
Canal side at Queen’s Head. Miss EZ. R. Lloyd. 


Blackstonia perfoliata Hnds. 
Holyhead Road between Queen’s Head and Whittington. A new 
station. Miss E. R. Lloyd. 


Echium vulgare L. 
Porthywaen. Miss E. R. Lloyd. 


Linaria repens Mill x vulgaris Mill. 

This interesting hybrid (see Bave Facts, No, 48, 1934, and earlier) 
was still in evidence at Presthope—aithough many had 
perished owing to the railway company’s use of chemical 
weed killer—when Mr. Potts and I visited the locality in 
August, 1936. 


Lathraea Squamaria L. 

Mr. Potts makes the interesting observation that this root parasite 
—associated with various trees and shrubs—occurred on the 
Common Ivy at Benthall, He reports that here, as in many 
places, itis common on Hazel. Iam not aware of any previous 
record of Ivy as host. 


Lycopus europaeus L. 
By the canal at Queen’s Head. Miss E. R. Lloyd. 


Epipactis palustris Sw. 
Mr. Potts reports that this, together with Pinguicula vulgaris L. 
still flourishes in Shirlet Gutter, where first noted 35 years ago. 


Orehis purpurella Stephenson. 

A plant which Dr. M. Gepp met with in Shelve area (1937) was 
verified by Dr. T. Stephenson and accepted by Mr. A. J. 
Wilmott, of the Natural History Museum as a new record for 
Shropshire. 


Ophrys apifera Hnds. 
Nantmawr Quarry. Miss E, R. Lloyd, 


Ruscus aculeatus L. 
Near Weston Rhyn, where it is planted in a wood. Miss #. R. 
Lloyd. 


Colehicum autumnale L. 
Near Sweeney. Miss £. R. Lloyd. 


ZOOLOGY. 


The year 1937 witnessed a remarkable influx of the Rose-coloured 
Starling into the British Isles: one came to Leintwardine on the 
Herefordshire border; another spent two months near Portmadoc, 
and was found dead there on 17th August. An Osprey was killed in 
Anglesey in October; an adult male Hen Harrier near Oswestry in 
May, and a female on the Denbighshire moors in November. A Rough- 
legged Buzzard was seen on the Longmynd in December. A Great Grey 
Shrike was seen at Llangollen in April, and Siskins were seen there 
repeatedly in the early summer, as well as in winter, so that they almost 
certainly bred there, though no nest was found. A flock of about 
150 Siskins visited Kerry (Mont.} in December. Three Goosanders 
visited Belvide Reservoir on 19th March. Two Ring Ouzels stayed 
through the winter, being seen in December near Shrewsbury and 
Dorrington, Tree Pipits, too, were seen near Welshpool on 
13th November—a, very late date. Nests of the Wryneck and Long- 
eared Owl were found near Buckwell. The Buzzard continues to 
increase, and now breeds in some numbers in the parts of Shropshire 
bordering on Wales. The Polecat also is rapidly increasing in the same 
region, particularly in the newly-afforested districts, where it finds 
both food and shelter. 

H. E, Forrzst, 


MAMMALS. 


Mustela putorius (Polecat). Forrest: Getting rather numerous in the 
big Government plantations on the Welsh-Shropshire border. 


Mustela martes (Marten). Cambrian News: December, one trapped 
Portmadoc. 


M. erminea (Stoat), Eliott: November 26th, Dowles, one chased 
20 yards from burrow by rabbit. 


Lutra vulgaris (Otter), Eliott. January 31st, tracks in snow showed 
wandering freely about meadow, Dowles. 


Halicherus grypus (Grey Seal). Bible: June 5th and 8th, one close to 
houses, Aberdovey. Said to be too numerous, Dysynni estuary. 
On 28th the Aberdovey Seal was “ragged”’ by the old Great 
Black-backed Gull which is known as the Lord Mayor. The Seal 
paid several other visits in July, and was seen on one occasion to 
come up eating a fish. 

Seiurus vulgaris (Squirrel). E/Hoit: August 18th, one with very dark 
tail, Dowles. 
§. caolinensis (Grey Squirrel}. Huxley. November 4th, ome sent in 
from Newport, Salop. Forrest and others : Slowly increasing, 
Museardinus avellanarius (Dormouse). Bible: February, one caught 
by foxhound, Machynileth, while digging out a fox; rescued by 
Miss S. Hill. Eilliot#: Nest, Kerry (Mont,). 

Lepus cunieulus (Rabbit). Bible: November 5th, a white wild Rabbit 
in Aberdovey Cemetery Marsh. See also under “ Stoat.”’ 
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BIRDS. 


Turdus philomelus (Song Thrush). orvest: April 8rd, nest with 
4 eggs, Bayston Hill. Bible: January 11th, singing, Aberdovey. 


J. viscivorus (Mistle Thrust). Elliott. July 28rd, flock of 30, Dowles. 
Schools : March 28th, flock of 50, Shomere. 


T. musieus (Redwing). Slack: October 16, Cressage. Farmer: 
20th, Haughmond. Bible: November 22nd, few Aberdovey, 


T. pilaris (Fieldfare). Slack: November 5th, Cressage. L£iliott: 
18th, about 20, passing east, Dowles; Bible: 11th, flock Aber- 
dovey; several small flocks, 25, passing east. 


T. merula (Blackbird). Bible: February 26th, singing, Aberdovey. 
Forvest: March 21st, nest with 2 eggs, Stowe, Bucks, Watker: 
April 30th, male three-quarter white paired with normal-coloured 
hen, Chelmick. £liiott; November 7th, party of 12 on heath, 
Dowles. Bible; November Ist to 7th, marked increase in numbers, 
Aberdovey, Forrest: May 3rd, bird sitting on nest 5 eggs in 
middle of grass field, Bayston Hill—no bush or tree near it. 


T. torquatus (Ring Ouzel). W. D. Smith: May Ist, nest 4 eggs, 
Bucknell. Huwley: during December one came repeatediy to 
garden of Mr. Burr, near Column, Shrewsbury, to bird food. 
Hine: December, one seen at Ryton, Dorrington, Schools : 
April 10th, Longmynd ; May 2nd, pair. 

Osnanthe oenanthe (Wheatear). Elliot: April 25th, in Wyre Forest. 
Schools : 8th, Haughmond. 


Saxicola rubetra (Whinchat). W. D. Smith: April 23rd, Bucknell. 
Faymey : May 14th, Shrewsbury. Schools: Apri] L0th, Longmynd. 


S. torquata (Stonechat), Elliott: May 2nd, nest, Dowles, First for 
many years past. 


Phoenicurus phoenicurus (Redstart). Elliott: April 11th, Dowles. 
Furley: 26th, several, Llangollen. Bible: 21st, Aberdovey. 
Schools : Reared brood, Haughmond. 


Luseinia megarhyneha (Nightingale). Elliott: April 30th, opposite 
Dowles. Potts: 24th, Broseley. Schools: June 5th, singing, 
Atcham, 


Sylvia communis (Whitethroat). Elliot: April 30th to September 19th, 
Dowles. Farmer: May Ist, Shrewsbury. W.D. Smith: Bucknell. 
Forvest: 3rd, Bayston Hill, Slack: 6th, Cressage. Bible: 2nd, 
Aberdovey. Furley: 11th, Llangollen. Potts: Ist, Broseley. 


S. eurruca (Lesser Whitethroat), Slack: April 24th, Cressage. Elliott : 
80th, opposite Dowles. Schools: May 6th, Berrington. 


8S. atricapilla (Blackcap). ZiHott: May 2nd, Dowles, and Aberdovey 
(Bible). Farmer: 15th, Shrewsbury. 


8. borin (Garden Warbler}. W. D. Smith: May 6th, Bucknell, and 
Dowles (Elliott). Farmerv : 14th, Shrewsbury. Schools: April 29th, 
Bomere. 


Phyiloscopus collybita (Chiffchaff), Bible: March 20th to Sep- 
tember 22nd, Aberdovey. Hfughes: 26th, one in town garden, 
Shrewsbury. Huxley: April Ist, Shelton. Elkoit: 8rd, Dowles. 
Furley: 4th, Llangollen; several on 6th. R. Harrison: 6th, 
Ludlow. £. C. Favmer: 10th, Shrewsbury. Lloyd: 9th, Kings- 
Jand, and (Potts) Broseley ; last seen there September 22nd. 
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P. trochilus (Willow Wren). Slack: April 8th, Cressage. Bibdle: 
@th, one Aberdovey. Elliott: 10th, Dowles. Schools: 11th, 
Bomere; Huxley: 18th, Many, Walford. Faymer: 14th, Shrews- 
bury. Potts: 15th, Broseley. Forvest: 24th, Bayston Hill. 
Bayley: 18th, Wenlock Edge. Lloyd: 27th; full song, 30th, 
Shrewsbury, 

P. sibilatrix (Wood Wren). Elliott: April 24th, Dowles. Furley: 
May 5th, Llangollen. Bible: 2nd, Aberdovey. Schools: 
April 29th, Bomere. 

Aerocephalus scoenoboenus (Sedge Warbler). Bible: April 29th, 
Aberdovey, W. D. Smith: 30th, Bucknell, Farmer: May 2nd, 
Shrewsbury. Schools: May 4th, Bomere. 


Locustella noevia (Grasshopper Warbler}. W. D. Smith: April 25th, 
Bucknell. Hurley: 29th, Hook-a-gate. Slack :.June 4th, Cound. 


Sitta europoea (Nuthatch). Potts: April 25th, one inspecting likely 
hole, Broseley, W. D. Smith: Many nests, Bucknell. Schools: 
Common and nested, school grounds. 

Certhia familiaris (Tree Creeper). ElKott: September 17th, two 
climbing corner timbers of barn, Dowles. Schools: nested on 
elm, school site. 

Motaeilla flava (Yellow Wagtail). F.C, Farmey: April 9th, Shrews- 
bury. Eliott: May Ist, Dowles—not ever seen on this meadow 
before. W. D. Smith: 10th, nest 6 eggs, Bucknell. 


M. cinerea (Grey Wagtail). Bible: October 20th, began to come 
down to coast, Aberdovey. Schools: May 16th to 30th, pair 
visited small pond near Bomere. Slack: November and December, 
frequent Cressage, 

Anthus trivialis (Tree Pipit). Schools: April 8th, Haughmond. 
Elliott: 18th, several Dowles, Farmer: 26th, Shrewsbury. 
Slack; 26th, Cressage. Furley: 28th, Llangollen. Bible: 21st, 
Aberdovey. Admiral Lynes in“ British Birds ’’: November 13th, 
party Cyfronydd, Welshpool—very late date. 


A, pratensis (Meadow Pipit). Bible: August 18th to 27th, considerable 
movement along coast between Barmouth and Aberdovey ; 
November 2nd, flock quite 200 off promenade, Towyn. 


Lanius exeubitor (Great Grey Shrike). Fuvley: April 12th, one 
watched, Llangollen, 

Muscicapa striata (Spotted Flycatcher). Bible: May 12th, Aberdovey 
and Dowles (Eliott). Schools: 16th, Shrewsbury. Slack: 22nd, 
Cressage. Forvest: nest on old Swallow’s nest in porch of my 
house at Bayston Hill; 4 young reared early August. Eliott: 
September 28rd, two Kerry (Mont.}, Poids; August 29th, Broseley. 


M. atricapilla (Pied Flycatcher). Fuvley: April 24th, Llangollen. 
W. D. Smith: May, six nests, Buckness, 3 in nest-boxes. 


Hirundo rustica (Swallow). EF. C. Faymey: April 9th, Shrewsbury ; 
two passing Lyth Hill (Walker) ; one Liwyngwril (Bible). Furley: 
10th, Llangollen and (W. D. Smith) Bucknell. Slack: 11th, 
Lea Cross and Column (Lloyd). J. H. Tomlinson: 12th, Sundorne 
and Greenfields. Cottam: 22nd, Oswestry, Cressage (Slack) and 
Dowles (Elliott), Hine: 28th, a few, and 29th, many, Dorrington. 
Afford: November 12th, one dead, Montford Bridge; Forrest: 
May 2nd, pair came Bayston Hill, but did not stay. Cottam: 
September 24th, last seen Oswestry. Bayley: April 18th, single 
bird Millichope; stayed; roosted in apple tree. 
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Dolichon urbiea (House Martin). Lloyd: April 9th, one at old nest 
in Abbey Foregate; 11th, six at Atcham Bridge. Harrison: 
12th, Ludlow. Mackenzie, 13th, Shrewsbury and Minsterley. 
Slack: 28rd, Cressage. Favmey: 26th, Shrewsbury. Furley: 
April 30th, large flock Swallows and Martins between Corwen 
and Liandrillo. Bible: Scarce Aberdovey district. Farmer: 
October 7th, last seen Shrewsbury. A. B. Blower: 8th, several 
pairs still at Bishop’s Castle. Slack: 21st, Cressage. Ridley: 
white one, with others of normal colour, over Severn, Bridgnorth. 
Mugford: August 8th to 18th, each morning from 7 to 8 a.m., a 
number of old and young entered a bedroom by the window 
{always open) and flew about the room and in and out for an 
hour each morning, quite fearlessly, perching sometimes on a 
picture, window-frame or aerial wire. 


Riparia riparia (Sand Martin). W. D. Smith: April 10th, Bucknell. 
Farmer: 14th, Shrewsbury. forrest: 30th, numerous colony 
in bank of brook, Condover. Coiiam: October 3rd, last seen 
Oswestry. Farmey: Ith, Shrewsbury. Slack: 18th, Cressage. 


Coecothraustes coccothraustes (Hawfinch). W. D. Smith: May 20th, 
nest 4 eggs 20 feet up in old apple tree, Bucknell. Elliott: 
November 2nd, Kerry (Mont.). J. S. Upton: Market Drayton ; 
resort to garden and feed on berries of hornbeam. Schools: 
February 10th to March 25th, between 1 and 15 seen on school 
bank. 


Carduelis spinus (Siskin). Bible: October 10th, some with other 
Finches, Towyn. Elliott: December 13th, flock 150 Kerry 
(Mont.). Furley: pair Llangollen, almost certainly nested this 
and last year. Schools: April 8th, 10 in larch with Goldcrests, 
Haughmond. 


C. linaria (Lesser Redpoll). W. D. Smith: May 30th and July ‘7th, 
nest Bucknell. Furley: two or three pairs nested Llangollen. 


Passer montanus (Tree Sparrow). W. D, Smith: colony Bucknell, 
two in nest boxes; three in holes in apple trees. Lloyd: colony 
Sharpstones, Fovrest:; these probably went there when the ash 
trees on the Burys, Bayston Hill, decayed and died some years ago.) 


Fringilla montifringilla (Brambling). Slack : October 8rd, pair Cressage, 
feeding on plantain seeds. Schools: February 7th, male and two 
females, with Chaffinches. 


F. eaelebs (Chaffinch). Elliott: February 10th, in song, Dowles. 
Bible: October, parties going east against wind. 


Loxia eurvirostra (Crossbill). Powell: Still about Munslow Rectory 
grounds. 


Emberiza miliaria (Corn Bunting). Rope: August 19th, one seen 
Guilden Down, near Clun, Schools: February llth, Castle, 
Pulverbatch. 


Pastor roseus (Rose-coloured Starling). Furley: June, one in garden 
near Tremadoc; reported in British Bivds as found dead, 
August 17th, in emaciated condition. Another seen Leintwardine, 
September 2nd to 14th, by Mr. N, M. Collins, recorded in Field. 


Garrulus glandarius (Jay). Bible: October 24th, influx to Aberdovey 
district ; probably attracted by abundant crop of acorns ; numbers 
decreased by December 2nd. 
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Corvus corax (Raven). Elliott: December 16th, one passing north- 
west Kerry (Mont.). Bible: Comparatively numerous, Machyn- 
eth district, this autumn; two pairs seen November 28th. 
j. Blowey: early September, one seen over Severn above The 
Laundry, Shrewsbury. 


G. eorone (Crow). Elliott: Kerry (Mont.), nest in sapling oak, only 
16 feet up. 


Lullula arborea (Woodlark). E. Randles: May, nest 4 eggs, Haugh- 
mond Hill. ; 


Apus apus (Swift), Farmer; May lst, Shrewsbury. Furley: 4th, 
one Llangollen, and several 5th. Gepp: 6th, flying around Coton 
Hill, 6 to 7 p.m. Bible: 4th, Aberdovey, Potts: 5th, Broseley. 
Slack: 7th, Cressage, and Dowles (Elliott). Lloyd: 9th, Shrews- 
bury. Forrest: 16th, passing over Bayston Hill N.N.W, 6 to 7p.m. 
Elhott: June 15th, 300 to 400 in afternoon over Dowles, Bible : 
Aberdovey, May ilth to August 8th, and one August 20th. 
Cottam; August 5th, Oswestry. Forrest: 6th, Bayston Hill. 
Huxley: 10th, flying round St. Mary’s, Shrewsbury. Ellioét : 
20th, one Kerry (Mont.). 


Caprimulgus europoeus (Nightjar). Forvest: June, nested Haughmond 
Hill, Schools: nests regularly Pymhill. 


Iynx torquilla (Wryneck). W. D. Smith: May, nest 6 eggs in alder, 
Bucknell. 


Dryobates major (Great Spotted Woodpecker). W. D. Smith: May to 
June, seven nests, Bucknell. Bible: November 3rd, three Aber- 
dovey. Elliott: nest-hole in telegraph-pole, Wyre Forest. 


D. minor (Lesser Spotted Woodpecker). Hlliot#: February 14th, 
Rattling, Dowles. Slack: September 28th, one energetically 
excavating hole in apple tree, Cound; visited by a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker to see what it was doing. 


Picus viridis (Green Woodpecker). Elliott: February 12th, laughing 
freely, Dowles. 


Alcedo ispida (Kingfisher). £liott: November 18th, canght and 
killed 5 inch Dace in Dowles Brook, but could not swallow it. 


Cuculus eanorus (Cuckoo). Potts: April 14th, Willey. Forrest: 
20th, Bayston Hill. Favmey: 21st, Shrewsbury. Cottam: 
22nd, Oswestry. Furley: 28rd, Llangollen. Auden: 24th, 
Ragleth and Cressage (Slack) and daily afterwards. Potts: 26th, 
Broseley, and female Dowles (Eliott). Hine: 29th, Dorrington 
and Oswestry (Coitam). Forrest: May 2nd, Bayston Hill. Bzdle : 
April 24th, Aberdovey. Lloyd: 28th, Shrewsbury. Eliott: 
June 26th, last heard Dowiles. Schools: May 28rd, fighting 
Sparrowhawk, Shomere. 


Athene noctua (Little Owl), Bible: Has increased Aberdovey again ; 
two years ago slight decrease. 


Asio otus (Long-eared Owl). W. D. Smith: 3 pairs nested Bucknell, 
2 in Crow’s and 1 in Magpie’s nest. 


Circus cyaneus (Hen Harrier). J. L. P. Hamer: May 7th, adult male 
shot in Tanat Valley. Dobie: November 5th, adult female shot 
on Denbighshire moors, 
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Buteo buteo (Buzzard). Potts: April 25th, two flying about Broseley ; 
went off towards Wrekin ; seen again 26th. Bible: June, a lady 
at Llanfendigaid saw a Buzzard carrying a. snake in its talons; 
the snake managed to get free and fell to the ground. Slack: 
September 22nd, one over Cressage. Bible: November 8th, one 
feeding on dead Rabbit, Aberdovey. Schools: March 25th, two 
shot, Clun; July 2nd, one shot, Pymhill. 


B. lagopus (Rongh-legged Buzzard). H. Lloyd Wilson: October 9th, 
one on Longmynd, in company with Common Buzzard. Reported 
in British Birds. 


Accipiter nisus (Sparrowhawk). Elliott: May, Dowles. Sitting on 
4 eggs in nest that was commenced last year, but never finished ; 
completed this year. 


Pandion hafiastus (Osprey). Best: October 22th, young male killed 
Waenfawr, Anglesey; now in University Museum, Bangor. 


Phalaerocorax carbo (Cormorant). Bible: February 10th, one showing 
white thigh patches, Aberdovey. One ringed at Towyn in June, 
1936, was found in France in December, 1936. In July two 
Great Black-backed Gulls were seen ‘to rob a Cormorant of fish 
which it had caught by diving. Slack: November 19th, on 
Severn, Atcham; November 24th, one-—-probably same bird-— 
found dead Montford Bridge. Cambrian News: September 2nd, 
one caught by anglers with live bait, Bala Lale. 


Ardea einerea (Heron). W. D. Smith: single nest in Rookery (30 to 
40 nests), Bucknell. 


Cygnus olor (Swan). Schools: November 2nd, flock of 40 over school ; 
nest and young Shrawardine. 


Yadorna tadorna (Sheld Duck). Bible: Numerous on the Dovey 
estuary most of the year, except for an interval in autumn, when 
the majority disappear for a time, 


Anas strepera (Gadwali). Bible: November 12th and 18th, male 
Aberdovey. 


A. acuta (Pintail). Bible: big flocks, 100 or more, on Dovey and 
Dysynni estuaries, especially in January, March and November. 


Mareca penelope (Wigeon). Schools: January to February, flocks up 
to 100 or more on Betton Pool. 


Spatula clypeata (Shoveler). Schools: February 2ist, 30 to 35 on 
Shrawardine Pool. 


Nyroca fuligula (Tufted Duck). Forrest: nested on Betton, Acton 
Burnell and The Isle Pools, Schools: January 3lst, six pairs 
Betton Pool. 


N. ferina (Pochard). Schools: February 15th, six pairs Shrawardine ; 
March 16th, seven Sundorne. 


Clangulla glaucion (Goldeneye). Bible: autumn, one or two on Dovey 
estuary ; five on December 3rd, one of them adult male. 


Gidemia nigra (Scoter). Bible: November 2nd, huge flock, over 
1,000, Towyn. One seen February 23rd on the Broadwater: 
might be a female Velvet Scoter. 


Mergus serrator (Red-breasted Merganser). Bible: very frequent 
on Dovey estuary; flocks up to 61 in winter months. 
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M. merganser (Goosander). Schools: March 17th, three on Belvide 
Reservoir, Staffordshire; one of them an adult male. 


M. albellus (Smew). Bible: December 5th, a diving duck, apparently 
female Smew, on Dovey estuary. 


Columba wnas (Stock Dove). Eliott: February 23rd, cooing Dowles. 
Potis: November 14th, large flocks of immigrants arrived Willey, 
Wistanstow, etc. 


Streptopelia turtur (Turtle Dove). Steavenson: April 14th, one Bicton ; 
two more on 28rd, and eight more on 28th. Slack: May ‘7th, 
Cressage. Bible: solitary one at Towyn again this summer. 


Alectoria rufa (Red-legged Partridge), Slack: still about Cressage, 
though nest not found. 


Coturnix communis (Quail). Slack: July 18th, heard Harnage. 
Crex erex (Corncrake). Cotfam: June 19th, last heard Whittington. 
Bible . 16th, heard Towyn, 


Gallinula chloropus (Moor-hen). Price-Davies: April, nest in Scots 
Pine 18 feet up, Marrington. 


Charadrius apricarius (Golden Plover). Trevor: November 2nd, 
flock about 380, Longnor, not with Peewits. Slack: Cressage 
frequent, November to December. 


Vanellus vanelius (Peewit). Hillicit: March 10th, calling, Dowles. 
Forrest: April 5th, nest four eggs, Bayston Hill; 11th, nests on 
Longmynd with one, two, three and four eggs. 


Seolopax rustieula (Woodcock). W. D. Smith: nests four eggs on 
Ist, and another April 10th, in new plantation, Bucknell. Bayley. 
April 18th, ‘‘ roding,” Millichope. Fovvest: unusually numerous 
in Shropshire. A brood of three reared close to Linley Hall is 
described by Lady Startin as remarkably tame. Schools: Feb- 
ruary 19th, Hencote. 


Tringa hypoleuea (Sandpiper). uyley: April 16th, Llangollen. 
W. D, Smith: lith, Bucknell. Forrest: 30th, pair on brook, 
Condover. Bible: 24th, Aberdovey; July 18th, heard. lliott : 
July 28th, Dowles. 


T. eanutus (Knot), Bible: February 16th, 26th, Aberdovey ; 
December 30th, a dozen. 


T. totanus (Redshank). Slack: March 30th, returned Cressage. 
Forvest; April 10th, pair flying and calling Sutton. W. D. Smith: 
May, two pairs, Bucknell. P.C. Pevyy: pair nested near Edgmond 
in 1936 and 1937. Schools: March to June, noted Bomere region ; 
March 28th, pair feeding, pool, near Pontesford. 


T. nebularia (Greenshank). Bible: January to March, “ The Chums” 
(Greenshank and Redshank) again at Aberdovey. The Green 
shank returned October 16th. 


Numenius arquata (Curlew), Elloit: March 21st, passing west; April 
7th and 9th, five passing south; May 24th, passing south-east ; 
September 15th, passing west, Dowles. Walker, April, pair on 
Haughmond Hill. P. C. Peyry: nested near Edgmond. Slack: 
last few years have nested in meadows, Cound and Cressage. 
Schools: March 25th, flock about 500, Clun. 


N. pheopus (Whimbrel). Eliott: May 2nd, Dowles, passing north. 
Bible: April 24th, passing over Aberdovey ; and on many nights 
in May. 
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§. albifrons (Lesser Tern). Hobson: August 25th, eight on Severn 
below the Mount, Shrewsbury. 


Larus ridibundus (Black-headed Gull). W. D. Smith: gullery, about 
50 pairs, south-east of Bucknell. Forrest: January 20th and 
2ist, number on Severn above the Weir at Shrewsbury. A few 
also in November and December. 

L. argentatus (Herring Gull). Forrest and othevs: frequently seen 
passing along Severn Valley. 

L. fuseus (Lesser Black-backed Gull). Elliott: March 31st, two on 
Severn, Dowles; July 8rd, one passing; September 13th, adult, 
Dowles, 

L. marinus (Great Black-backed Guill). Bible: the old one called the 
“Lord Mayor,” which spends most of the year on the Dovey 
estuary, went away for the breeding season, and then returned. 
‘In autumn others came; 23 on December Sth. 

Colymbus septentrionalis (Red-throated Diver). Bible: January 10th, 
one Dovey estuary. These divers often come inshore towards 
evening. 


C. glacialis (Great Northern Diver). Bible: January 12th and 27th, 
one Dovey estuary, 

Podicops eristatus (Great Crested Grebe). Potts: April 26th, on 
Willey pools. Schools: noted on following pools—Bomere, Betton, 
Berrington, Isle, Sundorne, Alkmond, Park, and Shrawardine. 


AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES. 


Lacerta vivipara (Common Lizard). Elliott: May 25th, one in Wyre 
Forest ; rare here now. 


Anguls fragilis (Blindworm). Forrest: increasing about Bayston Hill 
and Lyth Hill. Generally to be found under large stones at the 
bottom of disused quarries. 


FISHES. 


Salmo fario (Trout). Shvewsbury Chronicle: August 22nd, one 4 Ibs, 
caught in Teme near Ludford Bridge, Ludlow ; record for Teme. 


Tinea vulgaris (Tench). Fovvest: December, one & lbs. found dead 
Acton Burnell Pool. 


Belone vulgaris (Garfish). Bible: October 6th, one skimming along 
surface of estuary, Aberdovey, like a snake, 
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ENTOMOLOGY. 


In presenting my report for Entomology, I have to record my 
thanks to Mr. C. H. Wallace Pugh for a further list of additions (46) 
to Shropshire Diptera, and Mr. J. Hignett for additions to the list of 
Coleoptera. It is to be hoped that the full list (approximately 70 
additions) will be received in time for inclusion in this year’s Record, but 
the determination of a number of the more difficult species has not 
yet been completed. 

I have only one new record in Lepidoptera, C. nupta L. from Mr. 
H. H. Hughes. This moth has been reported as occurring in Radnor- 
shire, but the record from Ludlow is the first in this county. 

Mr. Potts and Miss N. Mackenzie have sent some valuable phenolo- 
gical records, and Dr. M. Gepp reported the fact that a beetle, Ptinus 
tectus, had been breeding in a tin of cayenne pepper which he had 
in his store cupboard. ; 

I should like to ask for greater assistance from the members of 
the Club in sending me material for this report. At present there are 
less than half a dozen observers for the whole of the county who send 
in regular reports, and I am sure that more conld doso. The important 
records which are needed are the first appearances of such Butterflies 
as the Small and Large Whites, Orange Tips, Tortoise Shells, Peacocks, 
Red Admirals, Commas and also the last dates upon which they were 
seen, and whether they are more or fewer than usual or their numbers 
are normal. I hope that during the coming year I may receive a great 
deal more information from members. 

In conclusion, the thanks of the Club are due to Messrs, J. ©. Collin 
and F, W, Edwards for their assistance in the identification of some 
ol the Diptera, and to Messrs. Tomlin, Donisthorpe and Dr. Blair for 
their help with the beetles. 

; W. J. v. M.. PenpirBury, ; 

Referee for Entomology. 


LEPIDOPTERA. 


M. stellatarum, L. Broseley, Potts. 

E. jacobacae, L. Whixall. Hignett. 

S. mendica, Clerck. Church Stretton. Pendlebury. 

D. seabriuscula, L. Nesscliff. Hignett. 

QO. upsilon, Bork. Maesbrook. Hignett. 

€. verbasci, L. Shrewsbury. Pendlebury. 

€. nupta, L. Ludlow. H. H. Hughes. 

G. rhamni, L. Brimstone, April 25th, Benthall; September 27th, 
Bewdley ; September 29th, Shrewsbury. 

P, rapae, L. Small White. April 17th, Shrewsbury, 

P. brassicae, L. Large White. Very abundant, August Ist to 20th, 
Broseley, 

Y. ealbum, L. Comma. May 24th, Shrewsbury; October 15th, 
Bewdley. 

V. urtieae, L. Small Tortoiseshell. Normal numbers in August. 

¥V. io, L. Peacock. Normal numbers in August. 

V. atalanta, L. Red Admiral. June 11th, Shrewsbury. 

P. cardui, L. Painted Lady. June 19th, Shrewsbury. 


Most other species were reported to be much below normal. 
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COLEOPTERA. 


Acrotona paradoxa Rey. 

Neuraphes angulatus Moll. 

Euplectus karsteni Reich, 

Nephanes titan Newm. 

Acrotrichis sericans Heer. 

A. fascicularis Hb. 

A. atomaria De G. 

Piiliolum kunzei Heer. 

P. caledonicum Shp. 

Carabus granulatus L. 

Pterostichus vernalis Pz, 

Bembidium mannerheimi Sg. 

Staphylinus caesareus Cj, 

§. eryihropterus L. 

Quedius ventralis Ar. 

Q. nemoralis Ba, 

Philonthus chalceus §. 

P, fuscus Gr, 

Cryptobium brevipenne Mt. 

Conosoma pedicularium Gr. 

Mycetoporus brunneus Mm. 

Oxypoda elongatula Ab. 

Atemeles emarginatus Pk. 

Reichenbachia Juncorum Le. 

Drymoporus elongatus Gy. 

Cymbiodyta marginella F. 

Hydraena gracilis Gm. 

Necrobia rufipes D.G. 

Donacia marginata Hp. Whixall Moss. 

Plateumaris discolor Pz. Whixa!l Moss. 

Gnathoncus nidicola Jy. 

Nemadus eolonoides Kz. 

Cryptophagus setulosus St. 

Helichus substriatus M1. 

Ennearthron cornutum Gy. 

Mordellistena humeralis L. 

Cryptohypnus maritimus Ct. 

Ceuthorhynehus chrysanthemi Gm. 

Tanysphyrus lemnae F. 

Apion eruentatum Wa. 

A. varipes Gm. 

A. scutellare K, 

A. tenue K. 

A. marchicum Ab. 

Ptenidium pusillum Gy. 
Corrections in previous lists :-— 
Ptenidium nitidum was included in last year’s list in error, having 

already been recorded by Mr. Barnes. 


Telmatophilus sparganii must be removed from the Shropshire list 
as a mistaken determination. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIST OF 
SHROPSHIRE DIPTERA, 1937. 


All taken at or near Oswestry by C. H. W. Pugh unless otherwise 
stated. 


CECIDOMYIDAE. 
Lestremia fusea Mg. Winn. 21, Window, October. 
Anaretella defecta Winn. 11. 9th July. 
MYCETOPHILIDAE. 

Plastosciara pictiventris Kieff. Bred from pupae in rotten 
birch, Whixall Moss. Em. 10th May. 

Macrocera anglica Edw. 11. Candy Wood. 2nd August. 

M. angulata Mg. lf. Candy Wood. 4th July. 

Phronia forecipata Winn, 1f. Whixall Moss, 25th April. 

P, vitiosa Winn. 1m. 6th September. 

CHIRONOMIDAE. 
Pentaneura eriseipennis v.d. Wulp. Whixall Moss, 2nd May. In 
numbers. 
P. woodi Edw. lm. Candy Wood, 6th June. 
Tanypus monilis L. 
Procladius euliciformis L. 1%. On window, 2nd July. 
Trichocladius effusa WIk. im. 18th April. 
Orthocladius icteriea Mg. 1m. Candy Wood, 6th May. 
Tanytarsus Junci Mg. Whixall Moss, 2nd May. 
T. ejuncidus Wik. In numbers on window, 8rd July. 
CULICIDAE. 

Aedes cinereus Mg. if. Whixall Moss, 17th July. 

Mochlonyx culiciformis Mg. { m. Whixall Moss, 4th September. 
TIPULIDAE. 

Pachyrrhina guestfalica Westw. iim. At light, 18th July. 

Tipula ezizeki de Jong. iim. 16th October. 

Molophilus obscura Mg. 1m. Whixall Moss, 4th September. 

Helobia hybrida Mg. 3m.,14. Melverley, 29th August, 

Pilaria meridiana Staeg 5 m., 3 f. Whixall Moss, 
4th September. 

DOLICHOPODIDAE, 

Xiphandrium monotrichum Lw. 2. Penygwely, 6th June. 

Dolichopus claviger Stanh. im. Candy Wood, 4th July. 

D. latelimbatus Meq. 2m. Llanforda, 20th August. 

EMPIDIDAE. 

Pierempis woodi Coll. 11. Penygwely, 5th June. 

Microsania pectenipennis Mg. Wrekin Scout Camp, 20th June. 
The males have the extraordinary habit of swarming in thick 
wood smoke, and crawling over hot embers, 

LONCHOPTERIDAE. 

Lonehoptera fureata Fln. Females from Penygwely, Morda, 
Melverley, Whixall. The males are very rare, and the fly is 
considered to be partly parthenogenetic. 

SYRPHIDAE. 

Chilosia grossa Fin. 2 f. Bred from pupae in thistle roots, 
Penygwely. Collected 3ist March. Em. 9th April. 

Syrphus annulatus Zit. 1m. Candy Wood, 26th May. 
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TACHINIDAE. 
Pollenia vespillo F. 2m. Breidden, llth October, 
Monoehaeta albicans Fin. 11. Candy Wood, 6th June. 
Myiobia vacua Rnd. 2m. Candy, ist August. 
PIOPHILIDAE, 
Piophila luteata Hal. 14. Whixall Moss, 28th August. 
TRYPETIDAE. 
Urophora stylata F. 2m. On thistle, 4th July. 
PSILIDAE. 
Chamaepsila nigra Fin. 2f. Penygwely, 2nd July. 
€. debilis Egg. If. June. 
Camptopsila lefebvrei Zit. if. Candy Wood, Ist September. 
Chyliza annulipes Meg. 1m. Candy Wood, 8rd June. 
TETANOCERIDAE. 
Renocera striata Mg. If. Whixall Moss, 29th May. 
OPOMYZIDAE. 
Opomyza lineatopunctata v. Ros. If. Whixall Moss, 17th July. 
ANTHOMYZIDAE, 
Anagnota bicolor Mg. if. Knockin Heath, 18th Avgust, 
(J. Higneit.) 
HELOMYZIDAE, 
Amoebaleria spectabilis Lw. 1m. Whixall Moss, 29th May. 
Mouth of rabbit burrow. 
BORBORIDAE. 
Borborus costalis Zit. 1m. Whixall Moss, 25th April. 
Limosina claviventris Strobl. 1 m., 7 £ Bred from starling’s 
nest. Em. May. 
CHLOROPIDAE, 
Cetema nudipes Lw. 11. Penygwely, 19th July. 


METEOROLOGY. 


I am glad to be able to add, to the list of observation 
stations, one situated at an altitude of 1,019 feet, at Stan- 
batch, in Wentnor parish, on the western slope of the north 
end of Longmynd. Mr. P. Jackson is the observer. A return 
from Dorrington School is not available, Mr. J. A. Narraway 
having retired from office. His successor, Mr. H. Fletcher, 
hopes to be able to give future returns, 

My grateful acknowledgments are again due to Dr. C. 
Crowther, Principal of the Harper Adams Agricultural 
College, and to Dr. A. D. Symons, Superintendent of the 
Monkmoor Isolation Hospital, for the valuable returns from 
those stations, as also to Mr. H, E. F. Maddrell and Mr. H. A. 
Howe, the observers at these stations. Mr. Maddrell’s notes 
on “‘ The Weather and the Crops ’’ in the Newport area continue 
to form a most interesting and authentic series of reports, 
and a much valued feature of the Club’s records. 

As to the weather of 1987, rainfall was less than in 1936, 
but rather above the average in most areas. There was a 
large excess in the first three months, but the summer months, 
with the exception of July, were dry, and warm and pleasant 
weather was continued well into October. After a cold and 
late spring, this change was welcomed gratefully. 

The coldest months were March and December. In March 
there were ground frosts on twenty-five days in Shrewsbury, 
and on twenty-three days in December. A destructive 
gale, with heavy snow, on February 27th and 28th, caused 
great damage to trees, and loss in many places. A fine old 
Lebanon cedar at ‘‘ The Mount,” Shrewsbury, birthplace of 
Charles Darwin, was uprooted and lost. 

The warmest month was August, and this month has, 
in the past two years at least, done well to retrieve its character 
and to justify its standing as the ‘‘ holiday month.”’ 

December was a cold and wintry month ; daily frosts from 
the 4th to the 21st, with alternate slight snows, partial thaws 
and recurrent night frosts, kept many of our roads in a 
dangerously icy condition. But the county escaped the 
blizzard and heavy snowfalls which affected Southern England 
so severely. 

A cold spell in December has often been followed by an 
open winter. There is an old saw to the effect that “ If ice in 
December will bear a duck, for the rest of the winter, mire 
and muck.’’ The open and wet weather experienced since 
Christmas to the present date, February 10th, approves the 
aptness of the old saying, so far, but winter has yet time and 
scope for change and surprise. 
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. MONTHLY NOTES, 1937, 


Notes on features of the weather are furnished by No. 12, 

J. R. Mackavoy, Esq., Oswestry ; No. 18, V. S. Wrigley, Esq., 

Diddlebury ; No. 14, C. Chadwick, Esq., Norton-in-Hales ; 

No. 15, F. Brayshaw, Esq., Bromfield; No. 18, W. Bayliss, 

reel Bridgnorth ; No. 23, Harper Adams College; and 
No. 25, Monkmoor Hospital. 


JANUARY. 

(12) Rain, snow and sleet on 18th, (18) Gales on eleven 
days; heavy snow, 18th. (23) Frosts on twelve mornings : 
lowest reading on grass, 24° on 8th, 15th and 19th. Snow 
or sleet on 18th, 28th, 29th, 30th; dense fog all day on 14th. 
(25) Gale two days, 20th and 22nd ; snow three days, 18th, 
29th, 30th. 


FEBRUARY. 

(12) Snow on 27th. (18) A terrible blizzard from the north 
on 27th and 28th. (18) Gale on four days: snow on eight 
days. (28) Frosts on nine mornings: lowest, on grass, 22°, 
on 12th. Northern Lights seen on 3rd. Hail on three days, 
snow on 22nd, 28rd, 27th and 28th. Blizzard of 27th and 
28th gave rainfall reading of .64 inch, equal roughly to 
54 inches of snow. (25) Gale on 27th and 28th; snow on 
7th, 9th, llth, 22nd, 28rd, 27th and 28th. 


MaRCH, 

(15) Thunderstorm on 17th. (18) Snow on eight days ; 
thunder on 17th. (23) Frosts on twenty-two mornings ; 
lowest, on grass, 16°, on Ist. Snow fell on nine days; very 
heavy on 11th, when it was driven into drifts by easterly 
gale. Thunderstorms on 17th and 18th. (25) Snow on eight 
days; hail three days, 17th, 18th and 26th; thunder on 
17th and 18th. 


APRIL, 

(18) High day temperature on eleven days, 60° or over. 
(28) Frosts on seven days; lowest, on grass, 26° on 12th. 
Dew on seven mornings. (25) Thunder on 15th. 


May. 

(15) Thunderstorm on 5th, 6to7 p.m. (18) Heavy thunder 
on 8rd; hot day, 28th. (28) Ground frosts, 28° F., on Ist 
and 6th ; heavy dew on eight mornings. Terrific thunder- 
storm on evening of 3rd, with heavy rain followed later by 
floods. (25) Thunder on 3rd. 


at 


JUNE. 

(13) Very cold on 29th. (18) Thunder on 12th and 14th; 
a warm month. (23) Lowest reading, on grass, 31° on 19th; 
wind from north-west for sixteen consecutive days. (26) 
Thunder on three days, 10th, 12th and 138th. 


Jury. 

(12) Heavy storm on 15th. (13) Lovely hot weather from 
July 24th to August 12th. (15) Thunderstorm on 12th, at 
night. (18) Heavy thunderstorm on 15th, (23) Thunder- 
storms on afternoon of 9th, and all day on 15th; the latter 
with terrific rain. (25) Thunder on 15th. 


AUGUST. 

(13) Lovely weather again from August 15th to 
September 9th. (18) Thunder with hail on 30th. (23) Violent 
thunderstorms on 12th and 30th, each with heavy rain. 
(25) Thunder on three days, 6th, 12th and 30th. 


SEPTEMBER. 

(13) Lovely weather from 19th onwards. (15) Thunder- 
storm on 17th, 3 to 6 p.m, (18) Thunder on 17th; heavy 
rain on 18th. (28) Frosts on three days; lowest, on grass, 
24° on llth. Heavy dews on eight days at end of month. 
Violent thunderstorm on 17th, with half-inch of rain. (25) 
Thunder on 17th. 


OCTOBER. 

(13) Lovely weather continuing till 21st. (18) Gales on 
three days; fog on four days. (23) Frosts on fourteen 
mornings ; lowest, on grass, 24° on 18th. Heavy dews on 
fourteen mornings. (25) Persistent fog 18th and 19th. 


NOVEMBER. . 

(13) Rainfall very small for this month. (18) Twelve days 
with fog. (23) Frost on seventeen mornings ; lowest, on grass, 
9° on 14th. Dews on five days. (25) Persistent dense fog on 
16th. 


DECEMBER. 

(13) An unpleasantly stormy and cold month. (14) Two 
days of snow’ on 4th and 5th, measuring together 1.95 inches 
ofrain, (18) Five days with snow. (23) Frosts on twenty-four 
days; lowest, on grass, 10° on 10th. (25) Snow on 4th, 7th, 
lith and 15th. ° 
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Mr. Maddrell, of Harper Adams College, adds that February 
gave the second largest rainfall, for this month, in thirty-four 
years, and that the total rainfall for the first three months 
was 7.90 inches, against an average of 5.23 inches, and had 
only been once exceeded since 1908, viz., in 1919, when 
8.53 inches was recorded on 44 days. However, the total of 
60 wet days in January, February and March, 1987, is easily 
the highest recorded. 


The seven wet days in August is the lowest number 
recorded for this month in thirty-four years. The total 
fall for this month, of 0.99 inch, was the third lowest in 
thirty-four years; August, 1933, showing 0.78inch, and 
August, 1936, showing 0.90 inch. 


Mr. Howe gives a summary of the year’s weather at 
Monkmoor Hospital, Shrewsbury, as follows :-— 


JANUARY. 


Unsettled and wet. Cold period, 26th to 30th. Local 
gales. Mean temperature about the average. 


FEBRUARY. 


Excessively wet. Destructive gale, 27th and 28th. Mean 
temperature below the average. 


MARCH. 


Cold, with frequent sleet and snow storms. Mean tem- 
perature below the average. 


APRIL. 


Unsettled generally. Heavy local rain on 2nd, 15th, 16th 
and 20th. Mean temperature slightly above the average. 


May, 


Mainly dry. Bright sunshine exceeded the average, 
locally; warm spell, 28th to 30th. Mean temperature above 
the average. 


JUNE. 


Dry: and warm. Thundery conditions, 10th, 12th and 
18th. Bright sunshine was deficient locally. Mean tem- 
perature slightly above the average. 
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Jury. 


A dull month with a marked deficiency of bright sunshine. 
Mean temperature about the average. 


AUGUST. 


Warm, dry and sunny. Mean temperature well above 
the average. 


SEPTEMBER. 


Mainly dry. Variable sunshine. Warm spells Ist to 7th, 
and 26th to 30th. Mean temperatures above the average. 


OCTOBER. 
Dry, first half of month. Very wet, latter half. Heavy 


local rain, 22nd, 28rd, 24th and 27th and 29th. Mean tem- 
perature about the average. 


NOVEMBER. 


Cold and dull the whole month, with considerable mist 
and fog. Cold spell from 10th to 27th. 


DECEMBER. 


Dull, with considerable slight snow and fog. Cold. Mean 
temperature below the average. 


NOTES ON THE WEATHER AS AFFECTING 
CROPS, ETC. 


Mr. A. E. Skerritt, Burwarton Hall Gardens.—All fruit did 
well, except apples, which were a very poor crop. Straw- 
berries were the outstanding soft fruit. In spite of being 
good, crops were very late, owing to such a cold spring, 
night temperatures being low until the middle of July. 

F. Lavender, Esq., Bishop’s Castle-—Small kidney bean pods 
owing to August drought. 

Major W. H. B. Whitaker, Totterton Hall.—Although we had 
almost a complete drought in June, there was an average 
hay crop. A poor partridge year. 

W. Swire, Esq., Longden Manor.—Many moles, No apples ; 


soft fruit good. A heavy crop of acorns, which brought 
thousands of pigeons and killed many cattle. 
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NOTES ON THE EFFECT OF WEATHER OF 1937 ON 
FARM CROPS IN THE NEWPORT DISTRICT. 


The crop season of 1937 started in a manner similar to 
1936 in that no drilling was possible until late in the spring. 
January was very wet but mainly mild. February was even 
wetter with a total rainfall 120 per cent above a thirty-four 
year average, and again very mild with the exception of a 
blizzard on the night of 27th and all day on 28th. March 
brought no relief to the wet conditions of the soil, for, although 
the rainfall was average, -the sunless cold weather during the 
month meant there was very little drying possible. Actually 
a very few fields on the lightest soils were drilled after a fine 
week-end of 9th, but this was followed by a blizzard with 
deep snow drifts, after which came heavy rain, which prevented 
any further work until the end of the month. Easter was fine, 
and the land dried well; drilling became possible on Easter 
Monday, March 29th, and was general the first week of April. 

April was very warm with a rainfall 20 per cent more than 
average ; this produced very fast growth, and everywhere 
there were excellent crops of “seeds.’’ Germination of all 
cereals was rapid. Drilling of root crops was delayed by the 
wet weather until the last week of the month. The weather 
of May was a continuation of the excellent growing weather 
of April, rain at regular intervals kept the soil moist and the 
total was 25 per cent more than average. Root crops germ- 
inated rapidly, and all crops made excellent growth. 

June was dry with a deficiency of sunshine ; rainfall was 
39 per cent below average, and most of it fell during the 
second week, after which there was a fine period, with the 
wind settled in the north-west for sixteen consecutive days. 
Heavy crops of both seeds and meadow hay were cut much 
earlier than usual, but with the exception of the weather 
over the week-end of the 26th, drying was slow. The majority 
of crops were saved in excellent condition, but hot stacks were 
very common during July, where it became clear that many 
fields had been carried too soon, in view of the young sappy 
growth and slow drying weather. 

The most striking feature of the weather for July was the 
lack of sunshine, which was even less than in 1936.’ Excep- 
tionally heavy rain of 1.65 inches accompanied a thunder- 
storm on the 15th, but not so much damage was done to corn 
as might be expected, as the majority of crops were backward 
and not reached the critical stage for lodging. Root crops 
on the whole grew well, but were difficult to keep clean, 
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Harvest was late, but was carried out in excellent summer 
weather during August. There were only seven rainy days, 
which is the lowest number that had been recorded over thirty- 
four years, the total of just under one inch wasslightly more than 
1933 and 1936. Cutting of most cereals was completed during 
the month, with the exception of late sown spring wheat, 
although the start was not general until the second week. 
Yellowing of the tops was general in root crops. 


September weather was warm and broken to start with, 
but finished with lovely summer conditions that continued 
as a drought for the first three weeks of October. This con- 
tinuation of summer allowed late spring wheats to ripen off 
and be successfully harvested, and stubble cultivations were 
extensively carried on, Towards the end of the drought the 
land was so hard that ploughing for the autumn crops could 
not be carried out, and difficulty was experienced in raising 
sugar beet. 


Sugar contents of the beet crop started high, but fell to 
more normal levels when the wet weather set in from the 
22nd October. November was comparatively dry, with a 
rainfall 30 per cent below average, and it soon became possible 
for autumn cereals to be drilled on fields that could not be 
ploughed early owing to the drought, or drilled later in 
October owing to the heavy rain. Any fields, however, sown 
in October germinated quickly, and showed strong brairds, 
but the November sown struck the hard weather in December, 
and were delayed until the end of the year. 


December was mild for the first three days, then snow 
fell on the 4th, and up till the 21st the weather was very cold, 
with the ground frozen nearly all the time; the thaw set in 
on the 2ist, and by Christmas weather was very mild, but 
gradually became colder again. 


The chief features of the year were: (1) the very wet 
start that prevented any efficient cleaning of the land for root 
crops, and made drilling exceptionally late—the end of 
March ; (2) the very early and heavy hay crops secured during 
the dry weather of June, followed later by the number of hot 
stacks ; (8) the late harvest that after a wet spell in September 
continued into October and allowed even the latest of spring 
wheats to be harvested successfully ; (4) the drought of October 
which held up ploughing and drilling in many cases. 

To sum up, the year was more favourable to a light than 
heavy land farm. 
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Wheat crops on the whole did not thresh out as good as 
they looked in the field, and yields were disappointing. Oat 
crops suffered from the late sowing probably more than other 
spring cereals, and were mainly badly attacked by frit ; yields, 
however, were up to average, thanks to favourable growing 
weather. Barley was attacked by gout fly, and yields again 
were not as good as the crop looked in the field, but mainly 
above average. Lodging was not serious in any of the crops. 

Sugar Beet started with good weights and high sugar, 
thanks to. the dry weather, but later became more normal in 
sugar with a good yield in roots, Mangolds were a good 
crop, but any late harvested suffered from the severe frosts 
in mid-November. Carrots were extremely slow in starting, 
and suffered severely from the fly ; crops were below average. 

Swedes were a good crop, also Potatoes, on which was much 
less disease than usual, resulting from the wet summer of 1936 
being unfavourable to the spread of virus from plant to plant. 


H. E. F. Mappre&Lt, 
Crop Recorder, 


The following table supplied by Mr. H. A. Howe shows concisely the weather features of 
the year at Shrewsbury. 


















































Daily Mean 
Daily Earth 
1937 Mean Daily | Daily | Temperature | Hottest Day Lowest Grass} Fog | Average 
Barometric | Mean ) Mean in Sun Gr’nd; Minimum l@ 98.) Wind 
Month Pressure | Temp.) Hum.; 1ft. | 4 ft. and Date | Frosts) and Date j|«.m.t.| Direc- 
in Ins. °F % bas oF tion 
January ... 29.741 42.7 87 41,8 | 45.2 | 78° on 25th | 13 | 30° on Sth 2 S.E. 
i and 35th 
February... 29.569 | 42.0 84 41.4 | 44.1 91° ,, 14th 1l 22° ,, 12th 0 S.W, 
March 29.667 38.1; 83 39.9 | 43.2 97° ,, 18th 25 14° ,, 16th 1 ES.E. 
April 29.844 48.9 ; 80 47.8 | 46.0 ; 108° ,, 2ist | 8 | 25° ,, Ist 1 {W.S.W. 
and 13th 
May 30.006 54.5 793 54.1 | 52.7 | 121° ,, 28th 4 |} 30° ,, Ist, 0 NW. 
6th, 11th 
| and 14th 
June 30.058 57.1 76 58.9 | 55.7 | 125° ,, llth 1 30° ,, 17th 9 W. 
July 29,981 | 61.6 78 61.1 | 58.3 | 125° ,, 14th 9 36° ,, 8th 0G SW, 
and 9th 
August .. 30.076 62.1 | 78 | 63.1 | 60.5 | 128° ,, 23rd O | 36° ,, 16th 1 S.S.W. 
September 29.917 55.6 81 58.1 | 59.3 | 121° ,, Tth z 28° ,, 21st 0 S.W, 
October ... 29.979 49.4 91 53.1 | 56.0 | 109° ,, 3rd i0 25° ,, 18th 6 S.-W. 
November 30.061 40.3 91 45.5 | 51.0 76° ,, tith 12 13° ,, 14th 5 E. 
December 29.887 36.7 | 92 40.3 | 45.3 78° ,, 24th 23 12° ,, i8th | 4 N.W. 
YEARLY EXTREMES, 1937. 
WaRMEST AND CoLpEST Day aNnD NIGHT. 
Warmest Days: August 6thand 12th with 82° F. 
. Night: July 14th » 63° 
Coldest Day: November 14th eo 
3 Night : November 14th i; 18° 


Le 
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I include again a comparative table of figures observed 
at two stations in the County, officially rated as first-class 
Meteorological Stations. 





Harper Adams Shrewsbury, Average 
Observer College. Monkmoor, of 25 
HE. F. Maddrell H. A. Howe Observers 
Altitude, Feet 211 184 _ 
Total Rainfall 
1987... 27.22 24.55 29.22 
No. of Rain . 
Days 180 186 177 


(Temperature each month in Degrees Fahr.) 





Shrewsbury, 
Harper Adams Monkmoor 
Highest Lowest Highest Lowest 

January ... ve 54. 25 55 23 
February is 56 30 58 80 
March ... a 53 20 53 24 
April vee ne 80 32 62 3l 
May er sa 76 34 76 35 
June... oe 78 40 79 38 
July vine ies 81 41 80 44 
August ... see 82 i 41 82 45 
September ar 76 34 78 37 
October ... ass 68 31 66 31 
November ih 59 20 57 21 
December sis 54 19 56 23 
Average... 66.4 30.6 66.8 31.8 
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SUNSHINE IN 1937, 


as recorded at Harper Adams College, and at Monkmoor, 






























































Shrewsbury. 
Toran Days with | Days with | Days with Maximum 
MontH Hours more than 0.1 to none Hrs. Day Hrs. Day 
Thr. 0.9 hrs. 
wa, | mM. | wa.| Mm. | ma, | M. | HA.) M. | AL] M. | BAL M. 
January 33.7} 36.6] 11 9 4 6 16 16] 5.5; 6.2) 25 7 
February 61.6) 64.9; 12 | 14 6 5 10 9 74| 7.21 6 8 
March 85.1] 82.5) 17 17 9 6 5 8 7.2) 7.6) 27 1b 
April 111.6 | 108.7) 23 | 21 0 4 7 5, 11.6; 12.2; 26 | 26 
May 154,6 | 169.9) 25 | 24 2 3 4, 4 | 12.4 | 12.9) 5-30 5 
June 135.0 } 182.9} 24 25 5 3 1 2 512.5; 10.9) 21 21 
July 121.4) 120.7 | 22 22 7 6 2 3 9.54 13.2] 13 16 
August 180.2 | 172.3 | 28 28 3 2 0 1 | at.7 | VL] [2-3-24) 1 
September | 145.7 | 145.9} 27 24 2 4 1 2;14} 9.6 8 29 
October 72.41 71.8] 18 18 6 6 7 8 6.2| 7.7 2 4 
November } 62,4] 55.8} 15 13 0 0 15 17 6.5| 6.5] 10 | 9-10 
December 20.7 | 27.4 9 9 1 6 21 16 4.1] 5.5) 12 
Total (1174.4[ 11741! 231 | 224 | 45 | 50 | 89 | 91} — | —( — {| — 
EXTREMES RECORDED. 
Greatest rainfall in twenty-four hours— inches 
Stanbatch, Wentnor, January 2nd oe vee 2,26 
Little Stretton, January 2nd cad ae = 218 
Greatest total fall during year— 
Little Stretton ies a die ak we O177T 
Stanbatch, Wentnor a at aed ... 36.64 
Least total fall during year— 
Shrewsbury (Coton Hill) ... Ae ‘3 w= 23.19 
Do. (Copthorne) ... i. oa we 23.82 


Highest screen temperatures recorded— 
Burwarton, 82° on August 12th; Longden Manor, 86° 
on July 14th ; Oswestry (Cross Street), 84° on August 3rd ; 
Bridgnorth, 88° on August 3rd; Harper Adams College, 
82° on August 8rd; Shrewsbury (Monkmoor), 82° on 
August 6th and 12th. 

Lowest screen temperatures recorded— 
Burwarton, 22° on March 9th and December 17th; 
Longden Manor 25° on January 30th; Oswestry (Cross 
Street), 26° on January 15th; Bridgnorth, 18° on 
March 9th and December 9th; Harper Adams College, 
19° on December 10th; Shrewsbury (Monkmoor), 21° 
on November I4th. 

M. GEppP. 


NAMES OF 
NO. ALTITUDE. STATION. 
FEET. 
(1) 1019 Stanbatch, Wentnor 
(2) 894 Burwarton 
(8) 735 Bishop’s Castle (Mount) 
(4) 700 Totterton, Lydbury North 
(5) 698 Oswestry (Reservoir) 
(6) 596 Bishop’s Castle (Vicarage) 
(7) 582 Little Stretton 
(8) 570 Longden Manor 
(9} 490 Chirbury 
(10) 478 Wellington (Reservoir) 
(11) 460 Alveley 
(12) 3898 Oswestry 
(13) 370 Diddlebury 
(14) 350 Norton-in-Hales 


OBSERVERS AND 


TABLE No. I. 


OBSERVER. 


Mr. P. Jackson 

Mr. A. E. Skerntt 

F. Lavender, Esq. 

Major W. H. B. Whitaker 
G. W. Lacey, Esq. 

Canon H. J. Smith 

Mr. E. J. Marsh 

W. Swire, Esq., C.B.E. 
Lt.-Col. S, D. Price Davies 
W. Walker, Esq. 


Capt. H. D. Wakeman Colville, R.N. .. 


J. R. Mackavoy, Esq. 
VY. S. Wrigley, Esq. 
C. Chadwick, Esq. 


NORTH 


52 32 
52 28 
52 30 
52 29 
52 51 
52 30 
52 31 
52 39 
52 34 
52 41 
52 28 
52 51 
52 28 
52 56 


STATIONS. 


LATITUDE. LONGITUDE. 


WEST 


2 53 
2 34 
3 0 
2 56 
3 5 
3 0 
2 50 
2 51 
3 4 
2 32 
2 20 
3 3 
2 43 
2 27 
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NO. ALTITUDE. 
FEET, 


(15) 
(16) 
(17) 
(18) 
(19) 
(20) 
(21) 
(22) 
(23) 
(24) 
(25) 


320 
300 
290 
290 
280 
271 
265 
252 
211 
190 
184 


STATION, 


Bromfield 
» Oakly Park 
Sansaw 
Cantreyn, Bridgnorth 
Newport 
Whitchurch 
Wem 
Shrewsbury (Copthorne) 
Harper Adams College 
Shrewsbury (Coton Hill) 
do, (Monkmoor) 


TABLE No. 


OBSERVER. 


F. Brayshaw, Esq. 
Mr. J. P. Berry 

Mr, Colin McWilliam 
W. Bayliss, Esq. 
Col. R. Leeke 

Mr. M. W. Sowden 
Mr. T. F. Chard 

Mr. W. H. Purslow 
H. E. F. Maddrell, Esq. 
Dr. M. Gepp 

Mr. H. A. Howe 


1—continned. 


LATITUDE. 


NORTH 


° , 


52 23 
52 23 
52 48 
52 33 
52 46 
52 56 
52 51 
52 42 
52 47 
52 43 
52 43 


LONGITUDE, 


WEST 


° - 


2 46 
2 45 
2 44 
2 26 
2 23 
2 44 
2 43 
2 47 
2 25 
2 45 
2 43 


te 


(1) Stanbatch, W’tnor 1.04 
(2) Burwarton : 91 
{3) Bishop’s Cas., M’ nt 1 
(4) Totterton, 

Lydbury North  .68 
(5) Oswestry R’s’voir 85 
(6) Bishop’s Castle, 


Vicarage .65 

(7) Little Stretton ... .85 
(8) Longden Manor... .6] 
(9) Chirbury - 65 
{10 Wellington Res’r 96 
(11) Alveley w= 79 
{12} Oswestry we 83 
(13) Diddlebury oe TD 
{14) Norton-in-Hales 1.12 
(15) Bromfield : 59 
(16) do. (Oakly Park) 158 
(17) Sansaw .60 
(18) Cantreyn, B’ north 64 
{29) Newport ww. ol 
(20) Whitchurch hs ah 
(21) Wem we 82 


(22) Shrewsbury 
(Copthorne) 69 
{23) Harper Adams Coll. .59 
(24) Shrewsbury 
(Coton Hill) 81 
(25) Shrewsbury 


Jan. Day Feb. 
18 118 
ig 1.02 
1.59 
ig 81 
1s .69 
18.77 
18 = .80 
18.86 
18.88 
18 1.14 
18.80 
18 67 
1 71 
18.69 
18 71 
18.78 
18.56 
Ig 75 
3166 
18 8.58 
18.60 
1g 49 
19 47 
18.43 
8 51 


(Monkmoor) -95 


TABLE 
GREATEST RAINFALL IN 24 HOURS, WITH DATES 


No. 


3. 


Day Mar. Day Apl. eo ney Day June res July Day ane Day Sep. Day Oct. Day Nov. 
7 61 16 43 ll 21 15 137 12 .92 17 97 27° 34 
7 389 22 .49 30 66 ll 48 iB L 0 id 11 16 90 17 67 27 .50 
7 48 16 .84 20 25 26 17 11 103 15 41 12 45 17 85 24 .27 
7 50 Il 47 20 387 26 O01 3 1.80 15 60 12 .78 17 87 24 28 

24 455 11 55 2 37 9 28 11 62 15 60 12 19 21 90 27 63 

28 81 10 .38 20 .29 ii .21 13 1068 15 86 12 52 17 107 24 .29 
7 53 16 46 20 59 J1 24 11 100 15 .94 12 LA7 17 97 27 48 
7 62 11 40 2 65 11 .88 19 59 15 1.50 12 104 18 .97 27 .36 
7 45 15 23 2 33 II .16 11 90 15 .85 12 386 17 64 29 29 
7 58 16 60 2 .78 26 1.60 12 178 15 91 12 84 18 61 22 48 
7 .70 16 62 20 57 26 50 13 162 15 .92 13 .96 18 60 26 41 

27 44 Il 562 2 62 23 30 18 .55 15 55 12 .25 15 .90 27 .64 
7 49 16 51 20 66 26 44 11 2112 15 30 12 104 17 .75 29 38 

26 40 9 50 16 79 26 83 12 134 15 148 138 59 18 .60 23 38 
7 44 10 46 20 46 26 .12 19 113 15 57 12 94 17 .75 29 36 
7 60 I1 49 20 40 12 114 7 122 15 40 11 140 18 64 25 48 

25 4.30 li 50 2 41 11 .96 13 56 19 .72 18 40 17 80 27 40 
7 66 16 53 2 61 26 57 12 187 15 63 30 126 18 45 23 .38 
7 62 16 45 2 78 16 .35 12 180 15 25 13 68 19 50 27 44 
7 25 16 35 16 44 20 59 12 60 15 55 13 54 17 63 23 35 
7 40 19 31 20 30 Ti 26 13 50 15 42 13 50 17 .74 26 31 
7 24 316 56 2 47 1 29 12 63 15 129 12 59 17 .65 27 .39 

25 48 16 #47 20 71 3 28 IL 165 15 81 138 57 17 58 27 87 
7 24 16 54 2 48 11 29 12 69 15 1.25 12 63 17 65 29 41 
7 24 16 64 2 49 11 31 12 79 15 114 12 52 17 .71 27 42 


Ley Dec, Day 


Fe 
22 


22 
22 


2,26 
91 
1.22 


1.10 
1.12 


1.20 
2.18 
1.09 
1.17 
1.10 
32 
1.16 
1,00 
1.95 
43 
44 
60 
.60 
1.10 
1,21 
50 


1.01 
1.01 


1.05 
112 


— 
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TABLE No. 4. 


RAINY DAYS. 
A Rainy Day means a day on which at least 0.01 inch of rain falls. 


JAN. FEB. MAR. APL. MAY JUNE JULY AUG, SEPT, OCT. NOV. DEC. TOTAL 


(1) Stanbatch, Wentnor is ioe 296 2 20 +16 #%I13 #42 16 7 WwW 12 16 21 197 
(2) Burwarton ... ie i 21 23 iJI7 #%15 16 18 += «+16 6 4 10 8 15 174 
(3) Bishop’s Castle (Mount) ae sur 22 24 J|% 16 Il 12 #14 9 33 #12 16 23 189 
{4) Totterton, Lydbury North £33 28 27 2 19 I4 2 144 j7 16 WW 13 22 193 
(5) Oswestry (Reservoir) sha ede 21 2 20 16 10 #1060 «18~=«1006=«217)~Ch62 «61 19) «(184 
(6) Bishop’s Castle (Vicarage) ... oe 20 2 14 14 9 1 18 6 il Ji 11 16 160 
(7) Little Stretton we aes aks 27 25 18 #%4J9 4 #12 «18 7 12 #16 14 21 208 
{8) Longden Manor... cad te 20 25 15 16 14 11 11 7 #12 WW 22 185 
(9) Chirbury ... os ae 21 2 tt 16 10 9 10 7 #12 #1 9 15 161 
(10) Wellington. (Reservoir) a sit ig 238 17 i3 12 9 9 7 10 10 10 17 155 
(11) Alveley vse i i ve 19 26 19 15 14 il 1 7 42 10 10 16 172 
(12) Oswestry ... ae re ae 1 26 19 #%I15 10 il 10 9 4 12 11 17 #172 
(18) Diddlebury ... wet vat ae 23 2 16 #+%I5 %14 4 1 6 9 12 %12 16 178 
(14) Norton-in-Hales ... site aa 18 25 22 15 I6 12 «14 9 IJ4 12 J0 17 184 
(15) Bromfield... ive ar ve 23 2 20 16 #%I3 12 #1 7 415 412 #138 16 = 184 


(16) Bromfield (Oakly Park) 
(17) Sansaw be 

(18) Cantreyn, Bridgnorth 
(19) Newport : 
(20) Whitchurch ... 

(21) Wem .. : 

(22) Shrewsbury (Copthorne) 
(23) Harper Adams College 
(24) Shrewsbury (Coton Hill) 
(25) Shrewsbury (Monkmoor) 


TABLE No. 4—continued. 


JAN. FEB, MAR. APL. 


22 
18 
21 
17 


15 
17 
14 
13 
15 


MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. 


4 
15 
9 
13 
13 


7 
16 
13 
Il 


IMT Wc Os mH wo oH 


NOV. DEC. 
li i 9 15 
18 #15 15 21 
12 12 10 W 
13 #13 #10 #19 
13 #12 W@ i6 
16 «610 7 12 
14 12 18 19 
145 #42 il i9 
13 «12~«18—S/I8 
13 13 12 20 


Total 
Average ... 


TOTAL 
152 
205 
169 
167 
176 
155 
177 
180 
171 
186 


4424 
177 


